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Navy Week Santa Fe said to be “Incredibly Successful” 
By Mark Schaefer, Newsletter Editor    
Photos by Siarza Social Digital on behalf of the Navy Office of Community Outreach  
 

Selected as one of eight cities to host a 
week-long Navy celebration event in 
2020, Santa Fe rose to the challenge in 
this year’s Navy Week. Using social 
media channels and multimedia stories 
to overcome pandemic challenges, Navy 
Week Santa Fe created a set of historical 
video clips that are truly enlightening 
about the personal journeys of several 
local Navy veterans, including several from our Navy League New Mexico Council.  

 

The New Mexico Council 
invites you to take a closer 
look at these intriguing, 
heart-felt, and sometimes 
emotional stories. You can 
see these by going to 
www.youtube.com and 
searching for “Navy Week 
Santa Fe”.  
 

Bravo Zulu to the Navy 
Office of Community 
Outreach and the local 
planning committee for 
representing the Navy 
and the State of New 
Mexico in such a great 
way this past November 
2nd through 8th. See more captures of Navy Week Santa Fe 2020 on page 6. 
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Did you know that you can get the 
latest issues of Sea Power 

magazine in an App?  Go to your 
mobile device App Store and 

search on “Navy League”. 

 

 

Thank You! When you keep your dues up to date with the Navy League national 

office, our New Mexico council receives a stipend for each active member.  This makes 

a big difference in our ability to support our namesake ships, our youth, our Sea 

Cadets, and the local active and reserve.  Joint or renew at 

https://www.navyleague.org/membership 

http://www.youtube.com/
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Nautical Distancing! 
 

     

 

To contact the editor,  
write to Mark Schaefer  
at usnanm@comcast.net. 

 
 

    President’s Message 

 
John Jones 

President, New Mexico Council 
 

Happy New Year New Mexico Council 
and Happy Birthday to the State of New 
Mexico on Wednesday January 6th!   
The League will celebrate its 119th 
birthday this year. 
 

This past year we were ALL presented 
with unique challenges and the Council 
was not immune from that - forcing us to 
change how we advocate for the maritime 
services, communicate with each other, 
and remain engaged in the Mission of the 
League… but we met those challenges and 
we’ll be a better organization for it.  On 
behalf of the officers of the Council, (Dave 
Williams- VP, Tom Gutierrez - Secretary, 
and Chuck Vaughan – Treasurer) we thank 
you for your support, and we are all 
grateful for the opportunity to serve the 
Mission of the League.   
 

As is the case every year, there is plenty to 
do, and we’ll discuss goals for 2020 at the 
Board meeting on Monday, January 11th.  
Along those lines, it is good to keep in 
mind ‘the mission’ and that the League is 
a nonprofit civilian, educational and 
advocacy organization that supports 
America’s sea services - the Navy, Marine 
Corps, Coast Guard and U.S.-flag 
Merchant Marine.  Three main tenants of 
the mission are: 

• Enhance the morale of sea service 
personnel and their families through 

national and council level programs. 

• Provide a powerful voice to 
educate the public and Congress 
on the importance of our sea 
services to our nation’s defense 
and economic prosperity. 

• Support youth through 
programs, such as the U.S. Naval 
Sea Cadet Corps, Junior ROTC 
and Young Marines, that expose 
young people to the values of 
our sea services. 

Every effective and efficient 
organization needs a solid mission 
(we have one), an engaged 
membership, and sufficient funding 
to carry out the mission.  Our funding 
comes from membership dues 
through the National organization, 
and from donations.  If you have a 
neighbor or friend who served or is 
interested in supporting our 
maritime serves – tell them about 
the Council.  Additionally, please 
consider a tax-deductible donation to 
the New Mexico Council in support of 
programs that aid our active/reserve 
members and their families, our 
scholarship programs, our work with 
crews on our namesake New Mexico 
ships, and our recognition programs 
with the Navy ROTC and Junior Navy 
and Marine Corps ROTC programs 
around the State. 

In this issue, you’ll find some 
highlight information on “Navy Week 
in Santa Fe” this past November and 
significant coverage on our work with 
the Namesake Ships – NEW MEXICO 
and SANTA FE – and their crews.  We 
ask that you remember those who 
have departed us in the past 12 
months, and for your support of our 
men and women in harm’s way.  

Stay in touch, tell us what you think.  
 

Contact me any time at 
JohnLJonesNM@gmail.com 

or by mail at the Council's P.O. box. 
 

Not for Self, but Country.  
Semper Fortis. 

 

John L Jones, CDR SC USN (ret) 

2021 COUNCIL OFFICERS 

John Jones 
President 

 

Dave Williams 
Vice President 

 

Chuck Vaughan 
Treasurer 

 

Tom Gutierrez  

Secretary 
 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

Damon Runyan 
USS New Mexico SSN-779 

 

Ron Olexsak 
USS Santa Fe SSN-763 

 

Greg Trapp 
BB-40 Memorial Bell 

 

tbd 
USS Los Alamos Commissioning  

 

Rebecca Vigil 
Public Affairs 

 

Joe Lukas-Drouillard 
Sea Cadet Liaison  

 

Ed Nava 
Website Editor 

 
NAVY LEAGUE 

NEW MEXICO COUNCIL 

P.O. Box 91554 

Albuquerque, NM 87199 
 

Mark Schaefer  

Newsletter Editor 

mailto:usnanm@comcast.net
mailto:JohnLJonesNM@gmail.com
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USS New Mexico (SSN-779) and Crew are “Ready to Run”! 
Email and Photos from USS New Mexico Commanding Officer, CDR Jared Smith to Damon Runyan, USS New Mexico Committee Chair 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

LTJG Andrew McGrath gets promoted to LT on the 

pier next to the USS New Mexico (SSN-779). 

Damon, 

Merry Christmas to you and all of our New Mexico 
family. We recently had a stop in Kings Bay, GA for 
a weapons load for deployment and we took the 
opportunity to celebrate Christmas as a crew with 
an in house holiday party. Over the last few 
months, we have promoted 7 Sailors to E4, 7 
Sailors to E5, 3 Sailors to E6, and we have 2 Chief 
Selects onboard as well that will be getting pinned 
during our next underway.  

We have had a few Officer promotions. The 
pictures are of LTJG Andrew McGrath being 
promoted to LT and LTJG Matt Nilsen getting his 
dolphins. LTJG Aaron McCoy has also recently 
earned his dolphins and passed PNEO all in the 
last three months!  

Our Sailors are enjoying some stand-down time, 
but we are also working towards deployment and 
staying safe from COVID 19 as much as possible. 
Tough around the holidays, but the team is 
determined and have been giving me their all!  

Thank you again for the coffee donation, we all 
enjoyed it this last underway and I think we are all 
hooked! COB may be reaching out to see what we 
can arrange for deployment. You will see we have 
fully embraced the roadrunner spirit and ties it in 
with my command Mission statement of “Be 
Ready” and have come up with a command slogan 
of “Ready to Run”. It is really taking off. 

I wish you and all of our NMX supporters the 
merriest Christmas and the Happiest New Year!  

Ready to Run, 

Jared 

CDR Jared Smith 
Commanding Officer, USS New Mexico (SSN 779) 

The Navy League New Mexico Council thanks 

 New Mexico Pinon Coffee 

for continuous unwavering support of our submarine crews.  

10 Years of donations and cases of coffee  

have made each day a better day! 
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USS New Mexico (SSN-779) Keeps the New Mexico Council in the Know 
Photos sent by USS New Mexico Commanding Officer, CDR Jared Smith to Damon Runyan, USS New Mexico Committee Chair 

 

                        

 

         

 

CDR Jared Smith presents promotions to the crew, and awards gold dolphins to LTJG Matt Nilsen on the pier. 

A happy USS New Mexico crew member receives a HUGE candy bar from Santa during a stop in Kings Bay, Georgia. 
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More Photos from Navy Week Santa Fe  
By Mark Schaefer, Newsletter Editor     Photos by Navy Office of 
Community Outreach 

 

Here are a few more screen captures from Navy Week 
Santa Fe. The page after this shows a bit of New Mexico’s 
Naval History from the Naval History and Heritage 
Command. This history was prepared for Navy Week Santa 
Fe. I found it to be fascinating, but council member and 
inaugural USS New Mexico committee chair, Dick Brown, 
assures us that the records show a ship count for ships 
named after something in New Mexico to be about twice 
this number! 

   

      
 
NM Council’s Annual Meeting – via Zoom Dec 14, 2020  
 
At the council’s annual meeting, two 2019 plaques from national Navy League were presented to the NM Council for Sea 
Service Unit Adoption Excellence (service to namesake ships) and for the newsletter!  BZ! Thank you to the many council 
members participating in our Navy support efforts. We serve those who serve the nation. 

 
 

   Local New Mexico News  

 

  

 December 7, 
2019 balance ($) 

December 8, 2020 
balance ($) 

763 Committee 6,723.64 7,720.04 
779 Committee 11,390.92 11,152.86 
Los Alamos Committee 4,208.34 4,650.50 
Council  7,100.10 7258.68 
Savings 25.71 25.71 
TOTAL 29,448.71 30,807.79 

Council and Committee Financial Balance Sheets 
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 2021 Upcoming Events for Navy League, New Mexico Council 

 

January 11 NM Council Board meeting via Zoom 

January 20 Presidential inauguration 

March 3 Navy Reserve birthday 

March 5 SeaBee birthday 

March 15 American Legion birthday 

March 21 Rosie the Riveter Day 

Navy League of the United States New Mexico Council, P.O. Box 91554, 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 87199-1554.  The Navy League is classified by the 

IRS as a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization and your donation is tax-deductible. 

The Navy League New Mexico Council thanks 

 ABQ Grafix 

for more than 5 years of discounted printing and great service  
in the printing of the NM Nautical News! 

send ‘em your business! 


