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USS New Mexico Homecoming
Story by Damon Ruag

Submarine Squadron
12 and about 400
family members
welcomed home the
USS NEW MEXICO
(SSNr79) from six
months of overseas
deployment on 26
April 2017.This crew
left before
Thanksgivingnissng
Christmas, New Years
andtorsof{ A Ra Q
birthdays during this
deployment. The
NEW MEXICO made
its way up the Thames River to Groton, Connecticut and Naval Submarine Ba
New London.The Commanding Officer, Commander Dan Reiss, welcomed Ne
Mexico Navy LeagudSS New MexiocGommittee Chair Damon Runya(yellow
lifevest) 6 2F NR F2NJ 0KS NARS dzLJ §KS NAR@SE
reward for all the support provided his crew during their time overséase C.O.
mentioned that the submarine put 37,000 miles on the odometer during this
mission, and maneuvered fdake shoreline of 17 countriesThe crew consumed
just under 150,000 Ibs. of meals during thos:
six months.The families of the crewmen
received amazing support from the USSNM>
Family Readiness Group during their time
waiting for loved ones to return.

Philip Medbery

Thank YouWwnen you keep your dues up

to date with the Navy Leagueational office,
our New Mexicocouncil receives a stipend for
each activemember. Thismakesa big
difference in our ability to supporour
namesake ships, owrouth, our Sea Cadetsand
the local active and reserve.
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NM Nautical Quiz!

Q1: Why don@pirates

shower before they walk the

plank?

Q2: What has 8 legs, 8 arms

and 8 eyes?

(see page Tor answers)

-

LE.
X\\\* o,
X

&)
« Y
- o\
S 2/

7 A
¥ / 7 &
¢ 7 |y &

y S
g /nl s o

Tocontact the editor,
write to Mark Schaefer

at usnanm@comcast.net
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New MEgxico

Tom Gutierrez

PresidentNew Mexico Council
(Photo courtesy dRebecca Vigil

GreetingsNavy League members and
friends!

We hada greatthree-month period

(March, April and Mayas a Council.

1 7 NavyLeaguers presentetid
whe¢/ Ga¢SRR& w22;
the Most OutstandingCadet ateach
of our 19 New MexicoNaval and
Marine Corps Jr ROHIgh School
Prograns.

1 1NavyLeaguer presented a Navy
hFFAOSNDa { a&aNR
ROTC Outstanding Graduate,
Midshipman 1/CSimpson.Mr.
Simpson subsequently entered SE.
Training at Coronado Island.

1 1NavyLeaguer donated $1,000 to
be used in our renewed Scholarshi
Fund. Details on that competition
will be forthcoming. Just know that
we are shifting the awardees to be
& b | Diviee Aéti& Duty or
Reserve personnel ahor their
immediate family members.

The USS New Mexico (SBMN)
CommitteeChairman Damon Runyan,
traveled to Groton, Clo observe USS
New Mexic&®homecoming from their
LJ- & GSeaDeploymert.

The US&lbuquerque (SSXO06)
Chairman Chuck Vaughairaveled to

SUMMER 2017

Keyport, WAo observe thehauling
down of the Commissioning Pennant
and the Decommissioning of our olde:
submarine that we have sponsored.
USS Albuquergueascommissioned
May 21, 1983and was
decommissionedrebruary27,2017.

The USS Santa Fe (89 Chairman
Ron Olexsalis planning on the
following activities:

1 Homecoming of the USS Safte
in Pearl Harbor, HI

DV Cruise on boaiid the fall
Some fundraising days for the
committee and the state council

f
f

And our newest Committee, the USS
Los Alamos, has been busy in their
guest to name a submarine in honor ¢
their fair County.

Sea Cadet ProgramOne ofSea Cadet
LiaisonDaveAdairs challenges is to
increase enrollmento a minimum @

25 cadets. The Memorial Dagl&e
occurred or27 May, it isone of the
major event for the Sea Cadets. Dawv
noted that he is looking for a reservist
from the Navy Operational Support
Center to be a staff member of the Se
Cadet battalionhe is looking for
someone with prior military
experience. A reservist serving with
the Sea Cadets will earn drill points.

We wantYOUo be active in our
Council and in our Committees. Our
new webmaster, Ed Nava, will be
putting up a list of activitie that you
can help us produce. We will also
invite each and every one of you to ot
events as they are listed in our
refreshed Home Page

www.nmnavyleaguecom.

Contact meany timeat
tomgutierrez1970@gmail.com
or by mail at theCounci's PO. box

www.nmnavyleague.com
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USS New Mexic@BSN779)Homecomingcontinuedfrom front page)oy Damon Runyan

The New Mexico Counddl honored to supporthe crew of the USS New Mexiabsea, in port, and during special
events Enjoy these additional photos of théSS New Mexidmomecoming. Welcome home!

GROTON, Conn. A U.S. Navy submarine has returned
to its home port following a sixmonth deployment. The
USS New Mexico arrived at the Naval Submarine Base in
Groton on Wednesday.

- The submarine's commanding officer, Cmdr. Dan Reiss,
g = said they traveled more than 37,000 miles in the North
- /o Atlantic Ocean and Mediterranean Sea, about 6,000

miles more than wual in a deployment.
USS New Mexico submarine returns to Groton _
T — deployment He says it was a proebf-concept for extended

TR IIRIRN - 5.1 25 2017 oo o s Sommin operations and showed that the submarine can cover a
large area quickly and operate anywhere.

Family and friends rushed down the pier at the base to greet their loved ones. The arriveas delayed slightly by
low visibility. Reiss says the crew of 155 men did an excellent job, adding that it's awesome to be home.

USS New Mexic8ports Bolo Ties at Submarine Ba

The USS New Mexico Committee of the New Mexico Council of
Navy League provided Bolo ties to the crew for the Submarine E
They came out pretty well

Damon Ruyan on the Bridge
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USSSanta FESSN763)Serving the Nationn the Western Pacific

Article courtesy of Stars and Stripes, March 3, 2@y TJG gudeen Ismai) (sent byAngie McKinstry)

YOKOSUKA, Japah.os Angeleslass athck submarine USS Santa Fe (B&3) arrived at Fleet Activities Yokosuka March 2
for a visit as part of its IndAsiaPacific patrol.The visit strengthens the already positiyeaace between the U.S. and Japan
through the crew's interaction with the Japan Maritime Se#ffense Force. It also demonstrates the U.S. Navy's commitment
to regional stability and maritime security in the U.S. 7th Fleet area of operations.

Santa Fesioptimistic about the opportunity for a port visit in Yokosuka and looks forward to strengthening the ties shared
with close allies."Our crew has had the opportunity to meet our partner Japanese submarine crews that visit Pearl Harbor
and are excitedd visit their homeport," said Cmdr. Jacob A. Foret, commanding officer.

This submarine is capable of executing @ufdmarine warfare, ansurface ship warfare, strike, intelligence, surveillance and
reconnaissance mission$The crew has worked tiregsly at training and preparing for the western Pacific deployment and

are eager to explore the many sights and sounds of Yokosuka," said Master Chief Electronics Technician (Navigation) Jorge
Perez, chief of the boat. "The crew has many-irsers who tave heard so many interesting stories about Japan and look
forward to experiencing the Japanese culture firsthand during this port visit. They joined the Navy to see the world iand thi
their first foreign port visit."Many crew members are excited éxpeience the rich culture of Japan.

Measuring more than 360 feet long and weighing more than 6,000 tons when submerged, Santa Fe is among the world's
stealthiest platforms.Santa Fe is homeported in Pearl Harbor arak&gned to Commander, Submarine Squadron 7. It is
named after the great city of Santa Fe, New Mexico.

USS Santa Fe &ea A bit of home in the form oRio Grande &asters Pinon Coffee!
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A Note from the SkipperySSSanta FESSN763), CDRake Foret

(as &nt via email to Ron Olexsak in early March)

Good Morning Ron,

Warship SANTA FE is out here on the front ling
of the Western Pacific, executing our orders.

We had an unscheduled port calMokosuka,
Japarfor the last few days to repair one of our
towed arrays.Repairs are complete and we're
getting back out there.

| continue to be amazed by the dedication and
professionalism of our crewl hey are working

hard and their drive to continue to get better wi
keep us on the right trajectory for deployment.

I've attached some photos of our few days in

port. Admiral Correll (Submarine Group Seven
welcomed us to Yokosuka along with our host
submarine JS Takashio and their Captain, CDH
Seto. We also hosted a gup from your partner

chapter in Japan (Navy League Japan) for a D
tour. Our crew really enjoyed the engagement
with our Japanese supporters and look forward
staying in touch.

Hope all is well on the homefronOur new
Culinary Specialist Chief Abollo is making great
use of our SANTA FE spices and ground chilis
underway. Those sauces are amazirithanks
for all of your support, USS SANTA FE
Committee, and we'll keep you posted.

Strike Silent, Strike First!
Jake Foret

Commandng Officer
USS SANTA FE (SSN 763)

r
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Local New MexicoNews

Navy League New Mexico Couneillesens 2017 Teddy RoosevelYouth Awards

Here are your 201RJROTC and MCJROTC Teddy Roosevelt Youth Award winners from around the
of New Mexico. The Navy League New Mexico Council presents these awards each year.

The national Navy League of the United Statst®blished this Youth Medal that is awarded to
outstanding Junior Reserve Officers Training Corps (JROTC) cadets and Naval Sea Tasletsard

consists of a medal, ribbon bar, certificate, and pamphlet on President Theodore Roosevelt whose V|sage

is onthe medal.

School City Awardee N/MC
LagunaAcoma H. S. Casa Blanca, NM Jacob Roughsurface MCJROTC
La Cueva H. S. Albuguerque, NM GeoffreySuter MCJROTC
Manzano H. S. Albuquerque, NM Eric Howe NJROTC
Los Alamos H. S. Los Alamos, NM Andre Vigil NJROTC
Sea Cadets Triton Balion Albuquerque, NM MichaelJ. Gioano NSCC
Santa Teresa H. S. Santa Teresa, NM Lily Loya NJROTC
Shiprock H. S. Shiprock, NM Noah Hastings MCJROTC
Rio Grande H. S. Albuquerque, NM BriannaSaavedra MCJROTC
Onate H. S. Las Cruces, NM Rocio Valadez NJROTC
Highland H. S. Albuquerque, NM Saul Rodelas NJROTC
AtriscoHeritageAcademyH.S. | Albuquerque, NM Jon Bednorz MCJROTC
Grants H. S. Grants, NM Brianna Nukein MCJROTC
Santa Fe H. S. Santa Fe, NM Jason Martinez NJROTC
Rio Rancho H. S. Rio Rancho, NM Christopher Shuey MCJROTC
West Mesa H. S. Albuguerque NM Roxanne Cortez NJROTC
Belen H. S. Belen, NM Patrick Purnell NJROTC
Cibola H. S. Albuquerque, NM Brandon Moore MCJROTC
Eldorado H.S. Albuquerque, NM Daniel Aguilar MCJROTC
Gadsden H. S. Anthony, NM Graciela Aguilar NJROTC

Brianna Nuslein is presented the 2017 Teddy
Roosevelt Youth Award at Grants High School
Tom Gutierrez and Rebecca Vigil.

2017United States Naval Academy Appointees from New Mexico

Appointee

Shea Auge
loseph Greer
Jason Watlington
Mathaniel Huff
Matthew Burris
Mark Amdahl

Brannon Purvis

School
Hope Christian

Albuguerque Academy
Albuquerque Academy

NMNMI
Sandia Prep School
Eldorado High School

Brittany Holden-Rhodes Sandia Prep School

Cottonwood Christian

City
Albuguergue, NM
Albuguergue, NM
Albuguergue, NM
Colorado
Albuguergue, NM
Albuguergue, NM
Albuguergue, NM
Albuguergue, NM

BGO STATUS
Gutierrez USNA
Gutierrez USMNA
Gutierrez USNA
Scott USMNA
USNA
Foundation

Romero
Johnson
Foundation
MAPS

Gutierrez
Gutierrez

New Mexico Sea Cadets Triton Battaliah Trinity Site

Members of the Sea Cadets Triton Battalagtended the Trinity Site open housa
White Sands Missile Range. The site is open twice a year for visitors to see the ini
test site for the nattn@ nuclear weaponsThe first blasts were tested hertor the

weapons thatrought a swift closure t&Vorld War 1.

The Sea Cadets are looking to increase lpatltet and adult enrolimentContact Dag

Adair ataec353%0comcast.nefor more information
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